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²ƘƻΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΚ 
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²ƘƻΩǎ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŜǊŜΚ 

12/5/2009 Search and Rescue in Georgia 3

DNR Search and 
Rescue Team Chapter



What ARE we here for?
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Evolution of a SAR 
Incident
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Evolution of SAR incidents

Planning/

Preparation
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First Notice

Initial Attack
Evolving/

Extended 

Incident

Termination/

Scale-Down



Planning/Preparation

ÅάtǊŜ-Ǉƭŀƴǎέ

ÅTraining

ÅEquipment
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Onset

ÅFirst Notice

ÅSize-up

ÅFirst In/Initial Attack

ÅPersonnel Call-out
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First In/Initial Attack

ÅResources

ÅReflex Tasking

ÅDirect/indirect tactics

ÅManagement ςNIMS/ICS
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Evolving Incident

ÅFollow ςon resources

ÅSpecialized ςdogs, trackers, etc.

ÅField

ÅCommand Post
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Search Planning

Åά.ŀǘǘƭŜǎƘƛǇέ

ÅContainment

ÅProbability of 
Area

ÅPrioritize  

ÅProbability of 
Detection
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Termination/Scale-down

ÅSearchers work in operational 
periods (shifts)

ÅResources put on stand-by at 
home bases for future op periods

ÅSubject found/subject not found
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Why get involved?
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More people are missing 
than you realize
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{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ
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Someone wants to know
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ά²ƘƻŀΗ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƻǿƴǎƛŘŜΚέ
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άLΩƳ ƛƴΗ bƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΚέ

ÅSkills

ÅEquipment

ÅCredentials ςάƪƴƻǿƴ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅέ

ÅAffiliation

ÅPhysical  fitness - field
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Skills

Åά{ŜŀǊŎƘκaƻǾŜκ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜέ

ÅMore observant = higher POD

ÅSafer

ÅDealing with challenging 
conditions while keeping their 
observational abilities (continued)
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Skills (continued)

ÅLess likely to destroy clues

ÅάbƛƎƘǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ wLDI¢ ǘƛƳŜΗέ
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Equipment

ÅάCǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘέ

Åaƻǎǘ άŜƳŜǊƎŜƴǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ ŀǊŜ 
ill-equipped to search at 
night/inclement weather/difficult 
terrain (continued)
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Equipment (continued)

Å{ŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
round up supplies
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Credentials

ÅάYƴƻǿƴ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅέ 

ÅLevel of training

ÅVetted by another organization

ÅMeet legal requirements ς
licensing, etc. 
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Skill Sources ςSearch
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Search Specialization Training



Skill Sources ςRescue
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Rescue Specialization Training



Skill Sources ςSurvival/Support

ÅFieldcraft

ÅEmergency 
Medicine

ÅFitness 
training
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ÅCommuni-
cations
ÅLeadership
ÅLand 
Navigation/ 
GPS



Skill Sources ςFieldcraft
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Skill Sources ς
Fieldcraft/Leadership
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Skill Sources ςEmergency 
Medicine
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WILDERNESS 
MEDICAL 

ASSOCIATES

SOLO



Skill sources -
communications
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Ultimate Skill Source - Exercises

12/5/2009 Search and Rescue in Georgia 34



Equipment

Å24-ƘƻǳǊ άǊŜŀŘȅ ǇŀŎƪέ

ÅάCǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘέ

ÅFirst aid/survival

ÅSAR equipment

ÅImprovisational (continued)

12/5/2009 Search and Rescue in Georgia 35



Equipment (continued)

ÅBackcountry vs urban

ÅtŀŎƪǎ Ǿǎ ǾŜǎǘǎκέǿŜō ƎŜŀǊέ
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Credentials

Identification by a third party of 
your knowledge, skills, or abilities
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Credentials

ÅSAR skills ςNASAR SARTECH, GEMA 
Rescue Specialist; specialties

ÅEmergency Medicine ςFA FR EMT 
Wilderness

ÅCommunications ςAmateur Radio
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Affiliation

Åά[ƻƴŜ ²ƻƭŦέ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ 
seriously by anyone unfamiliar 
with the individual

ÅAuthorities call for the team, not 
an individual, as a resource 
(continued)
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Affiliation (continued)

ÅPick your team carefully ςthe 
prospective team will probably be 
careful in picking you
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Physical Fitness

ÅCritical for field resources

ÅBeneficial but not essential for CP 
resources

ÅSpecial skill (K9, tracking, etc.) 
will NOT compensate for 
shortcomings in fitness
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Types of SAR 
resources/teams in local 

area
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Ground ςgeneral

ÅDNR SART/ 
Friends 

ÅSDF

ÅCAP

ÅCERT

ÅGSAR

ÅCAP ςground
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Aviation ςCAP

ÅAerial observers

ÅELT/EPIRB/Ground teams

ÅRapid Response Team
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K9

ÅArea vs Tracking

ÅLive vs HRD
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Getting involved

ÅWalk-ƻƴǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ

ÅNot every dog is cut out for it, even if 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎέ ŀǘ 
runaways

ÅNot every person is cut out for it ςK9 
searches often have sad ends (continued)
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Getting involved (continued)

Å! ƎƻƻŘ ŘƻƎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ 
un-skilled/physically un-fit handler

ÅAKC Canine Good Citizen certificate

Åάwǳƴŀǿŀȅǎέ ƻǊ ōŀǎƛŎ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ
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Contacting teams

ÅProbationary period

ÅNew dogs are lowest priority 

ÅNew dogs take a disproportionate 
amount of time (continued)
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Contacting teams (continued)

ÅHighest priority is keeping mission-
certified dogs mission ςready

ÅSubjects in training
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K9Teams
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Georgia 
Piedmont 

Region 
SAR Dogs



Tracking
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Other Field Specialties

ÅHigh angle

ÅWhitewater (including urban)

ÅCave

ÅUrban ςdisaster vs non-disaster
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άhǾŜǊƘŜŀŘέ ƻǊ ά/t 
/ǊŜǿέ
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Tasks

ÅCheck-in/out

ÅComms ςradio and telephone

ÅDisplay processor

ÅResource management 

ÅStatus tracking
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Tasks

ÅBriefing/debriefing crews

ÅUsing resource lists to notify 
resources

ÅLogistics ςshuttling searchers to 
insertion/extraction points
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Training no less important

ÅICS

ÅAwareness of search strategy & 
tactics

ÅMap reading

ÅCommunications
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Summary
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